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Calendar 

 

• Mon 19th to Fri 30th Oct : Half Term 

• Sun 25th Oct : Las Vegas Residential Departs 

• Fri 30th Oct : Las Vegas Residential Returns 

• Mon 2nd Nov : School Returns 

• Thu 5th Nov : Open 6 Parents Evening 

• Tue 10th Nov : Year 9 & 11 Individual School Photos 

• Fri 13th Nov : Big Sleep Out - Birmingham 

• Mon 16th Nov : Flu Vaccinations 

• Thu 19th Nov : Sixth Form Open Evening 

• Wed 2nd Dec : Vegan Aid 
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Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

As we reach the end of our first half term, it is hard to believe just how much has already 

happened at Idsall. From welcoming our new Year 7 and Year 12 students in September to the 

many achievements, trips, sporting successes and opportunities we have celebrated through 

our newsletters, it has been an incredibly busy and positive start to the academic year. 



We have welcomed over 1,000 visitors to our Open Evening, brought our community together 

through events such as the Macmillan Coffee Morning, launched exciting opportunities for 

students at home and abroad, and seen our students represent Idsall with pride in so many 

different ways.  

Alongside all of this, we have continued our focus on high standards, ambition and ensuring 

that Idsall is a school where every young person feels that they belong and has the opportunity 

to succeed. 

As we head into the half-term break, we want to thank our students for their hard work and 

enthusiasm, our staff for everything they do each day, and our parents and carers for your 

continued support. We hope everyone enjoys a well-earned break, and we look forward to 

another exciting half term ahead. 

Year 7 News 

 

Year 7 Challenge 

This year the year 7 challenge is aimed at supporting two Charities that have helped our Year 7 

community so far this year. These are the two that have been chosen for us to now support :  

• Telford Crisis Support - they provide uniform and shoes for those in need 

• Shifnal Help Food Bank - they provided food parcels to families in need who cannot 

afford food 

See the following two slides on how your tutors are going to support! Maybe you fancy being a 

Christmas Champion for your tutor group ... maybe you have some fundraising ideas. If so bring 

them with you the week we return after half term! 

And the best bit ... there are prizes for the Best Christmas Champion and the Best Team!!!!!!!!!! 



 

 

Map Skills for Year 7 

Year 7 Geographers have been developing their map skills this half term.  

This week, they put their knowledge into practice by creating their own topographic models of 

The Wrekin.  

A fantastic hands-on activity that brought Geography to life, and they had lots of fun along the 

way!  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Year 8 News 

 

Year 8 Tsuanmis 

Year 8 Geographers have been learning about tsunamis.  

Here they are running 27m to see if they could outrun one. They couldn’t!  

The Boxing Day Tsunami in 2004 took 2 seconds to travel 27m, the class took about 9 seconds! 



 

Year 10 News 

 

'Reminder to start thinking about work experience placements - time flies so it will come round 

sooner than we think!'   



 

Year 11 News 

 

Casen is National Champion! 

Casen T (year 11) took first place in the 15 & Under Open category at the Lloyds National BMX 

Freestyle Championships, held at RAF Hangar 59 in Shrewsbury, securing the national title in 

front of competitors and supporters from across the country. 

The achievement also saw Casen finish the season as the overall winner of the Lloyds National 

BMX Freestyle Series, having competed throughout the series at venues across the country. 

It marks another major milestone in what has already been an incredible year for the young 

freestyle BMX rider. 



Casen has been competing in BMX events across the UK and has enjoyed success at both 

national and international level. Earlier this year, he competed in his first international 

competition in Le Havre, France, where he came away with an impressive silver medal. 

He also competed at the Loughborough University School Games 2026, winning silver in the 

freestyle BMX competition. 

Freestyle BMX requires riders to perform a series of technical tricks and combinations during 

their runs. Casen’s favourite tricks include tailwhips, tuck no-handers, flairs, backflips, X-ups, 

barspins and 360s, as well as combinations of these tricks.For Casen and his family, winning the 

national title and overall series on home soil in Shropshire made the achievement even more 

special. 

Casen’s success is a fantastic achievement for a young rider from Telford and another exciting 

chapter in what promises to be a very successful BMX career. 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Sixth Form News 

 

University and Apprenticeships Fair 

Sixth Form students enjoyed a day of learning about next steps and future possibilities at the 

university and apprenticeship fair at Edgbaston cricket ground on Friday.  

Most universities were represented with some apprenticeship offers and seminars relating to 

topics like student finance, red brick universities and why to choose an apprenticeship.  

Students were given plenty of freebies and advice about the future, which we're sure will help 

them to gain the success we know they're capable of whatever their next steps will be. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Year 12 bring the Traitors to school 

Sixth Form students recently took part in an exciting real-life version of the popular television 

game show The Traitors, putting their teamwork, communication and detective skills to the test. 

Presented by Claude-Lydia who assigned roles as either Faithfuls or Traitors, with the aim of 

eliminating the other players. Throughout the game, students worked together to gather clues, 

discuss suspicions and make strategic decisions during lively  lunch time round-table discussions 

in C2.  The first Murder was lovely Harry, whilst Tyler was cast out in the first banishment. 

The activity provided plenty of excitement and suspense, as players attempted to convince 

others of their innocence while carefully analysing the behaviour of their fellow contestants. 

Some participants proved to be master detectives, while others successfully concealed their 

true identities until the very end. 

As well as being great fun, the game encouraged students to develop valuable skills including 

critical thinking, problem-solving, communication and teamwork. It also offered an excellent 

opportunity for Sixth Formers to socialise with new people. 



To be continued...... 

 

 

 

Sixth Form Final Open Evening 

Our final Sixth Form Open Evening for prospective 2027 students takes place on Thursday 19th 

November 4.00pm to 7.00pm. 



We have been delighted to welcome so many students from Idsall and neighbouring schools 

over the past few weeks. The feedback has been incredibly positive, with visitors commenting 

on the friendly, supportive and professional atmosphere within our Sixth Form community. 

We look forward to seeing many of them again later this year. 

Year 11 students who have not yet attended an Open Evening are encouraged to come along. If 

you are unable to attend on Thursday, please speak to Mrs McMahon or Mrs Case, who will be 

happy to arrange a tour. 

 

OTHER IDSALL NEWS 

 

* Attendance at Idsall 

🌟 Everyday Counts at Idsall School! 🌟 

Regular attendance helps students achieve their full potential, build friendships, and make the 

most of every opportunity school has to offer. 



Our expectation is 95%+ attendance, helping every young person thrive academically and 

personally. 

If your child is feeling slightly under the weather, many common ailments such as mild coughs, 

sore throats and headaches do not always mean they need to stay at home. As always, if you're 

unsure, please contact the school for advice      

    Together, we can make everyday count     

 

* Year 11 and Year 13 Revision Support 

With exams fast approaching, we're delighted to offer a range of revision sessions to support 

our Year 11 and Year 13 students in achieving their very best. 

    Subject-specific revision classes 

    Expert support from teaching staff 

    Exam preparation and revision strategies 



Please see the timetable below for details of the sessions currently available. 

Every revision session is another step towards success! 

In addition to the ones listed below students can also go along to Monday Maths both A & B 

Weeks! Room .. Bay 10. The topic being delivered in each session will be shared in the Bay 

rooms each week so students can sign up! 

 

 

* KS3 French Home Learning Challenges 

This academic year students in years 7, 8 and 9 have had some new exciting home learning 

challenges to complete.  

They have a menu of tasks and choose one to complete per half term.  



We have been so incredibly impressed with and proud of their efforts in completing them. 

• Year 7 : many have been cooking some French dishes like crêpes, ratatouille and mousse 

au chocolat and some have even built a model of a famous French monument! Other 

students have found out lots of interesting facts about other French-speaking countries 

to develop their understanding that French is not only spoken in France.  

• Year 8 : students have researched cities in France, sports stars, fashion, music, school 

and healthy living.  

• Year 9 : students have explored famous sports stars, french school life, fashion and music 

along with many other topics as they use the excellent opportunity to broaden their 

cultural understanding while developing their language skills. 

We have been pleased with the students’ work and look forward to what they decide to 

complete next half term. 

Bravo, les jeunes!      

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

* Las Vegas Educational Visit 

9 Days and Counting! 

Bags packed     

Everything ready    

Let the adventure begin!  Las Vegas here we come! 

The coach is picking up from The Grove School at 10am on Sunday 25th October, so is expected 

at Idsall for 11.15 am. Please ensure you arrive at Idsall at 11.00 am for our travel to London, 

Heathrow. 

If you have any questions, issues during the half term prior to us going, please email : 

Violet.Green@ids.mmat.co.uk 



* Ingestre Hall 

Three fabulous days that ended with students asking, "When can we go again?" Always a sure 

sign of a truly successful residential! 

Students spent three days developing their talents in their chosen subject area of Art, Dance, 

Drama, Music, or Animation, taking part in specialised workshops throughout their stay. 

Remarkably, there wasn't a single complaint about being in lessons until 5pm each day! 

Their free time was filled with outdoor games, pool, table tennis, reading, and card games, 

giving everyone plenty of opportunities to relax and socialise. 

On the final day all the staff and students got to see what the other groups had been doing in 

the workshops. WOW! We were just all blown away with the talent on display!  The confident 

and enthusiasm demonstrated by every student was proof that the trip had been a tremendous 

success and well worth all the planning that went into it.  

So what did our students say about it :  

• Mila: it’s amazing, I want to live here. I get to do dance every day! 

• Ava: it’s mystical and magical 

• Hugo: it’s magnificent because the staff at Ingestre and Idsall have been amazing. The 

dance has been really good! 

• Josh: it’s been fun and interactive. Music has been good because the instruments have 

been provided. 

• Sophie: Ingestre has been fun and creative. It’s been good to be independently creating 

something unique. I highly recommend Ingestre!  

• Zach: it’s been incredible, amazing and fun. I’ve made new friends. The drama teacher is 

amazing. 

• Milo: I think it’s incredible, I’ve learnt loads and made a good project!  

• Summer: I’ve found Ingestre fun and exciting. It’s been nice to talk to people I wouldn’t 

usually and it’s been nice to hear other people’s point of view  on how to create scenes in 

Drama.  

• Lucy: Animation is fun and creative. It’s like art but better!  

• Adilen: Art has been messy and fun. There have been lots of options about what to 

create which has been freeing.  



• Finn: Music has been amazing because we get to make our own song with our friends. 

The food is very nice I’d rate it 12/10!  

An email has been sent today (Thursday) to all parents/guardians with a link to the photos / 

videos that were taken during the stay. This will remain open for 5 days (closes on Monday). 

Below is just a few snapshots of the 3 days. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

* Disney 2027 

Fabulous news! We have managed to secure 85 beds for the trip which means everyone who 

put their name down originally, and has paid the deposit has got a place! 

If you missed the deadline or wish for your student to have a place on the trip, we do have a 

waiting list which they can be added to. 

For all those that have been successful can you please start thinking about applying for 

passports, if applicable, and the GHIC card (free of charge on the NHS Website) Applying for 

healthcare cover abroad (GHIC and EHIC) - NHS - please follow this link. 

If you have any further questions regarding this trip, please email : 

cathy.leverington@ids.mmat.co.uk  

https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/healthcare-abroad/apply-for-a-free-uk-global-health-insurance-card-ghic/
mailto:cathy.leverington@ids.mmat.co.uk


 

* LGBTQ+ Support Group 

Looking for a safe and welcoming place to chat, connect and feel supported? 

Our LGBTQ+ Support Group will be meeting every Thursday lunchtime in C1, (starting after half 

term) led by some of our fantastic Idsall Sixth Form students. 

The group is open to students who are LGBTQ+, questioning, allies, or simply interested in 

supporting an inclusive school community. 

Everyone is welcome, so come along and say hello! 🏳️🌈 

* From the PE Department 

 



Year 7 A Team Win 

The new Year 7 A Team enjoyed a successful start to their season last night, winning their first 

Telford Cup fixture 4-0 against Ercall Wood.  

An excellent team performance and a great way to begin their competitive journey.  

Well done, everyone!  

 

Tug of War! 

The PE Department love introducing new challenges, and today the girls embraced tug of war!  

Despite it being a first experience for many, they threw themselves into it with great enthusiasm 

and determination.  

Well done to all the girls for giving it a go! 

 



 

 

 

Last XC Event of the Year 

Our last XC event of the year on home soil! 

It was fantastic to see so many of our students out on the course and some brilliant running on 

display!  

A special shoutout to Thea B who won the overall Year 8 girls event and Oliver D who placed 

second in the overall Year 8 boys event - what a fantastic achievement over the four events!  

A big well done to Mrs Thompson’s leaders who showed complete professionalism and support 

to the event and to Miss Broughton and the PE and Site team for the organisation of the event!  



 

 



 



 



 

U13 Girls Football 

Our U13 girls football team played their first match of the year as they took on fellow trust 

school Marches in the first round of the county cup!  

A strong performance and some great teamwork saw us secure a 4-0 victory and into round 2!  

It's looking like another strong season for our girls       

         Thea B 

     Belle W 

     Gracie M 



 

 

Sports Leadership Round Up! 

It has been an outstanding half term for the Sports Leadership team at Idsall School. They have 

started the year off with so many positive comments from the children, staff and parents within 

the local community.  

On Wednesday 7th October, 27 Sports Leaders they hosted the KS2 East Shropshire Girls 

Football tournament, alongside TrustEd Sports Alliance and officiated a total of 30 matches 

across 4 pitches. Leaders took on the roles of referees, linesman, score keepers, facilitators and 

hosts to make the event run smoothly. A huge well done to Castlefields Primary School who 

won the tournament in the final on penalties.   



On Wednesday 14th October, 21 Sports Leaders hosted the final Telford Schools Cross Country 

Championships race of the season alongside the Idsall PE department. It was a brilliant 

afternoon and leaders were phenomenal. They set out to marshal the course and praise runners 

when competing.   

We would like to say a massive thank you to all of the sports leaders so far this half term. You 

really are an amazing team of young people and really embrace our school values. You give up 

your time to benefit others and create the most positive sporting opportunities possible. You 

make Idsall School a better place. Bring on the next half term!  

 

U19 County Netball Tournament  

We travelled to Wrekin College on Wednesday 14th for the U19 County Netball Tournament.  As 

a newly formed team, it was an exciting opportunity for the girls to get to get to know playing 

together in a variety of combinations and welcome some new players to the Idsall Team. 

We played 5 games, the girls got stronger throughout the rounds, we ended winning 3 out 5 

games.  The results are below:  

• (L)   0-8 vs Shrewsbury School – the overall winners of the tournament  

• (W) 7-5 vs Moreton 

• (W) 10-8 vs Shrewsbury College 

• (W) 12-6 vs Adam’s 

• (L)   6-8 vs Shrewsbury High School  

We are awaiting the final placing but think its likely to be 3rd place.  

I am super proud of the girls conduct and commitment, their enthusiasm for the game was a joy 

to see.   

• Coaches’ player: Lily M S -  position change from C to GD and she was amazing, played 

out of her skin throughout.   



• Special mention to Ffion M – dominating in GA.   

• Welcome to our new players: Charlotte, Ava and Millie - the girls are a fabulous 

addition to the Idsall Team! 

 

Year 8 Netball Tournament 

On Thursday the year 8 girls played in their first tournament of the year.  We had a tough pool 

and the girls took a little while to settle into their positions.  

After a couple of games they started to play with more cohesion and we managed some really 

positive play.   

• Coaches player goes to Ava 

• Most improved goes to Eden 

Well done Girls.  Look forward to seeing you at training after half term.  

 



Message from the PE Team 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We would like to say a big well done to all students participating in PE lessons throughout this 

half term, it has seen a different format of curriculum and house games, which we feel have run 

really smoothly and have been enjoyed by both staff and students alike.  

As we move into the next half term, please could you support us by ensuring your child is 

prepared for PE lessons by following the expectations below: 

• Earrings: Students should now be able to remove earrings for PE lessons as the six-week 

healing period has passed. Please encourage your child not to have their ears pierced 

during the half-term break, as this can affect their ability to participate in PE. If a piercing 

cannot be removed, students must provide their own medical tape to cover it, as PE staff 

are unable to supply tape. 

• Hair Bobbles: Students with long hair must bring a hair bobble to every lesson so that 

their hair can be tied back safely. 

• Winter Kit: As the weather becomes colder, students should bring their Idsall PE jumper 

to every PE lesson to ensure they are suitably dressed for outdoor activities. 

• PE Socks and Trainers: Students must bring PE socks and appropriate trainers for PE 

lessons. The trainers worn for PE should not be the same trainers worn as part of the 

school day. This is particularly important during the winter months, as trainers and socks 

can become wet and uncomfortable during outdoor activities. 

• PE Trousers: School trousers should not be worn for PE. Students should bring 

appropriate PE trousers, tracksuit bottoms, leggings, or shorts to change into for lessons. 

• Notes and Kit for Non-Participation: If your child is unable to take part in a PE lesson, a 

note should be written in their planner by a parent/carer explaining the reason. 

Students should still bring their PE kit and get changed for the lesson unless otherwise 

advised, as they will be expected to support learning in an alternative role where 

appropriate. 

• Nails: As we move into a block of competitive invasion games, long nails and fake/acrylic 

nails can present a significant safety risk to both the wearer and other students. Please 

ensure that nails are kept at a suitable length for PE lessons to allow safe participation in 

all activities. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping us maintain high standards and ensure all 

students can participate safely and comfortably in PE lessons. 



From the PE Team 

Session 6 Timetable 

 

* 4 All Foundation 

The Marches School Trust 4 All Foundation Charity are hosting a couple of events in the run up 

to Christmas to support and raise money for their fantastic and well deserving charity. 

4 All supports thousands of people across Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin and the surrounding 

areas, offering a range of programmes and activities which promote community engagement, 

sports participation, health and wellbeing, and education and employability. 

So if you fancy a go at Wreath Making or enjoy an evening of Carols then take a look and go 

along! 



 

 



* Safeguarding 

 

 

* What's On In The Local Area 

 



T&W Half Term Programme 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



RAF Family Support 

 

 BabyShare at Harlescott Grange Community Hub 

Baby Share in Shrewsbury is a free community resource that provides new and pre-loved baby 

clothes, toys, and equipment for families with children aged 0–5.   

It is free to attend for all families across Shropshire.   

Everyone is welcome. 



 

Aladdin! 

We have been asked by Kia, Social Media Coordinator for Mystical Productions Events Ltd  to 

announce that this November, they are delighted to be bringing the magical family pantomime 

Aladdin to Shifnal Village Hall for a weekend of fun, laughter and entertainment. Packed with 

comedy, music, colourful costumes, audience participation and plenty of pantomime magic, it's 

the perfect family outing for all ages and a wonderful opportunity to enjoy live theatre right 

here in the heart of our local community. 

As a local production company, they are passionate about bringing high-quality, affordable 

entertainment to Shifnal and the surrounding areas.  

This year's production is also proudly supporting Promise Dreams, with funds raised helping the 

charity continue its incredible work making dreams come true for seriously and terminally ill 

children. 

Performance Dates & Times 

• Thursday 12th November 2026 – 7:00pm (Opening Night) 

• Friday 13th November 2026 – 7:00pm (Press Night) 



• Saturday 14th November 2026 – 2:00pm & 7:00pm 

• Sunday 15th November 2026 – 11:00am & 3:00pm 

Venue : Shifnal Village Hall, Aston Street, Shifnal, TF11 8DW 

Tickets : Book online at: www.jumblebee.co.uk/mpeltdaladdin2026  

 

Contact Us 

 

LINK : Home - Idsall School 

https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/mpeltdaladdin2026?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://idsallschool.co.uk/
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