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13 March 2026

Calendar

e Thu 26th Mar : Year 11 Parents Evening

e Fri 27th Mar : Year 7 & 8 Disneyland Paris Trip Departs
e Mon 30th Mar to Fri 10th April: Easter Holidays

e W/C Mon 27th Apr : External Exams Begin

e Thu 30th Apr : Year 8 Parents Evening

e Fri 1st May to Mon 15th Jun : Main Exam Period

e Tue 5th May : Year 6 Uniform Evening

e Mon 1st & Tue 2nd Jun : Year 8 HPV Vaccinations

e Thu 4th Jun : Year 7 Parents Evening

e Thu 2nd Jul : 6th Form Parents Evening
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Michelle King - Headteacher

Dear Parents, Carers and Students

Over the last three weeks, we have welcomed colleagues from a number of other Trusts who
have visited Idsall to see our work in action. Each visit has been a wonderful opportunity to
share the strength of our teaching, the consistency of our routines, and the calm, purposeful
atmosphere across the school. Visitors were particularly impressed by how confidently students
talked about their learning and how proudly they showcased their work.

When asked about our phone-free approach, students shared overwhelmingly positive
feedback, saying that lessons feel more focused, they talk more with friends, they feel
safer without phones in school, and the environment feels calmer.



They did, however, ask for more clocks in classrooms and corridors as many do not wear a
watch — and we’re pleased to let them know that new clocks are already on the way. We also
encourage students to talk to us; it’s the best way of working together and getting things right
for them.

We would definitely agree that the school feels more positive, louder in the right ways, and full
of purposeful energy , which is a good thing.

It has been fantastic to see our young people representing the school with such maturity and
pride.

Year 8 News

HPV Vaccine

The immunisation team will be visiting Idsall on Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd June to
administer the HPV vaccine to year 8. Please watch your emails for more information. The HPV
vaccine is available to all year 8 students.

JavAst

Year 11 News




Year 11 Group Photograph

The year 11 group photograph has been emailed home to parents on Thursday 12th March.
Please check your emails.

Details on how to order are all included in the email.

Any issues please contact the school.

Summer Exams

On Friday (6th March) a letter was sent out to all parents / guardians of year 11 regarding the
upcoming GCSE exam season. The letter gives information on the exam school revision sessions,
attendance expectations, the exam day arrangements plus much more!

e The main exams start on Friday 1st May and continues until Monday 15th June.

e Year 11 Study Leave will begin on Friday 12th June.

If you have not received a copy of the letter please contact the school.

OTHER IDSALL NEWS

* House Sports Programme

Below is a copy of the house sports programme which starts Monday 16th March.



Students taking part need to ensure that they have all equipment and give it their best and earn
points for their House during this competition.

Please note we will run an alternative non house for any students that can't join in with these
fantastic, fun and friendly tournaments.

Please note :

e Basketball, Volleyball and Badminton activities are indoor, indoor PE equipment required
and clean trainers.

e All football, tag rugby and Netball will be on the all weather big blue surface - trainers
essential and warm PE tops may be required.

e All Rugby will be on the grass - boots and studded trianers essential and mouth gaurds
strongly recommended. (and a carrier bag for muddy PE kit often handy).

Why not ... Get Involved ... Have Fun ... Earn Points Towards House Trophy

Day | Date House Match period Timings
10K boys badminton 2 10.10am till 11.10am
c 10X girls foatball/netball 2 10.10am till 11.10am
i? -;u YEL Bays badminton singles 3 11.30am till 12.30pm
2 = YEL Girlstag rughy part 1 3 11.30am till 12.30pm
- 91 Boys Badminten singles 5 2.15pm till 3.15 pm
9L Girls tag rugby part 1 5 2.15pm till 3.15 pm
B4 Boys Rughy part 2 2 10.10ill 11.10pm
8AGirls Badminton doubles 2 10.10ill 11.10pm
< 11X Boys valleyball 3 11.30am till 12.30pm
g .; 11X Girls Netball and football 3 11.30am till 12.30pm
3 £ 10X Boys basketball 4 12.30pmtill 1.30pm
- 10X Girls badminton doubles 4 12.30pmtill 1.30pm
10¥ Bays basketball 5 2.15till 3.15pm
10¥ Girls badminton doubles 5 2.15 till 3.15pm
. < 8L Bays Badminton doubles 2 10.10till 11.10pm
g -;u 8L Girls tag rugby part 2 2 10.10till 11.10pm
E : 9L boys rugby part 2 4 11.30am till 12.30pm
2 - 3L Girls badminton doubles 4 11.30am till 12.30pm
7L Boys rugby part 2 1 2.10pm till 3.10pm
7L Girls badminton doubles 1 2.10pm till 3.10pm
74 Boys badminton singles 2 10.10am il 11.10am
z E 7AGirls tag rugby part 1 2 10.10am il 11.10am
g = 7L Boys Badminton singles 3 11.30am till 12.30pm
= & 7L Girls tag rugby part 1 3 11.30am till 12.30pm
¥11Y Boys Volleyball 4 12.30pmtill 1.30pm
¥11Y Girls football/netball 4 12.30pmtill 1.30pm
8TH form Mixed volleyball 5 2.10pm till 3.10pm
74Boys badminton doubles 1 2.10pm till 3.10pm
= TAgirls tagrugby part 2 1
g -;u SAGirls tag rugby part 1 and 2(double lesson) 183 10.10am till 12.30pm
E < [ 3aBoys Badminton singles and doubles(Double Lesson) | 283 10.10am till 12.30pm
8 7L Boys Badminton doubles 5 2.10pm till 3.00pm
Y7L Girls tag rugby part 2 5 2.10pm till 3.00pm




Day House Match pericd Timings
¥11Y basketball Boys 3 11 30amtill 12.30pm
= Y11 Girls volleyball 2 11.30am till 12.30pm
,E E Y8 A Boys Rugby part 1 q 12.30pm till 1.20pm
2 z Y2 AGirls Badminton singles 4 12.30pm till 1.20pm
o Y9 L Boys Rugby part 1 5 2.10pm till 3.00pm
Y9 L Girls Badminton singles 5 2.10pm till 3.00pm
¥11¥ basketball Boys 1 3.10am till 10.10sm
- B Y11 Girls volleyball 1 3.10am till 10.10sm
ié % &th Forn badmintan a 12.30pm till 1.20pm
= z Y8 L Boys Rugby part 1 5 2.10pm till 2.00pm
V2 L Girls badminton singles 5 2.10pm till 2.00pm
YEL Bays rugby part 2 1 9.10am till 10.10am
. < ¥8L Girls badminten doubles 1 9.10am till 10.10am
g E "5L BOVS Rusby part 2 2 10.10am till 11.103m
=z = ¥9L Girls badminton doubles 2 10.10am till 11.103m
= B Y2 A Boys badminotn (double lesson) EFP 11.30am till 1.20pm
Y2 AGirls Tag rugby (double lesson ErY 11.30am till 1.20pm
¥7 L Boys rugby part 1 1 9.10am till 10.10am
c ¥7 L Girls badminton singles 1 9.10am till 10.10am
g é ¥9 A Boys rugby part 1 2 10.10amtill 11.10am
2 £ ¥3 AGirls badminton singles 2 10.10am till 11.103m
o Y10 Boys badminton doubles 5 2.10pmtill 3.00pm
Y10 Girlz football/natball 5 2.10pm till 3.00pm
7ABoys rugby part 1 2 10.10til1 11.10pm
= 7AGirls badminten singles 2 10.10till 11.10pm
i é ¥9 A Boys rugby part 2 3 12.30till 1.30pm
£ £ ¥9 A Girls badmintan doubles 3 2.10+ill 3.00pm
i 7ABoys rughy part 2 5 2.101ill 3.00pm
74 Girls badminton doubles 5 2.101ill 3.00pm

* England Handball Coaching

It’s brilliant to continue seeing so many of our students taking part in our free handball club,
coached by England handball player Tom Williams.

(}{] Students are developing their handball skills, having lots of fun, and for some it’s their very
first introduction to this fantastic sport!

It’s also lovely to see new faces joining us each week.

We look forward to seeing these new skills being put into action in their PE lessons! ‘gﬁa &









* Sparx Reader Competition

°
Weekly leaderboard



Year7

Mia E

Thea B

Katie ]

Alexander 3

Amelia F

Year8

Olivia J

Riley H

Annabelle 5

KacieC

Lily Lewis

Year9

Lilly-Mai R

Lacey

Esme R

Sophia 5

= ||| ]| &= ||k ]| & ||k

Isaac 5-A

* From the PE Department

RTR

Rugby

Y8 and 9 rugby squad played in the county cup against last years winners Adams Grammar.
Having a lot of possession but unable to covert we went in 4 tries to 1 down.

Our try was a a great 5 phase move ending with a break away from Logan in his first ever rugby

game on the wing.

The rest of the game was dominated, but Mr Goodison was so proud of the discipline and
effort/heart shown all the way despite having very little of the ball second half, eventual score

37 points to 7.




Swimming
Swimming team went off to Wrekin college with a strong set of individuals this week, not
enough for a team event in either KS3 or KS4 but some fantastic swims!

e Will year 8 finished 3rd in Telford Schools with a 2nd and 2 x 3rd place swims in
Breastroke, fly and individual medly.

* Flo year 10 came 6th in Telford Schools with a 2nd, a 3rd and a 6th place finish in
Breastroke, fly and individual medly.

Story of the day was for James in year 10 who not only finished 2nd in the Telford school rating
for Intermediate boys but also broke the 50m backstroke record on his way to victory in the
50m backstroke. Some of these records are national standard and James swam 50m in 30.06
seconds an amazing achievement.

Well done to all swimmers on the day.

U 13 Girls Football
Our U13 girls were on the road to Oldbury Wells for the East Shropshire football competition
and put in a brilliant performance to win 4-2! @ @

Goals from Layla, Molly (x2) and Thea sealed a fantastic team victory.

So proud of the effort, teamwork and determination from the whole squad! & &



Year 8 Football

The year 8 football team beat Thomas Telford C team in the 2nd round of the Telford Plate
competition.

Amazing football being played by the whole squad @

Well done to all those that played!

District Cup

Our U14 girls hosted Ercall Wood in the District Cup today. After putting in a huge shift and
delivering a brilliant performance, we were unfortunately knocked out with a 3—1 scoreline.

The progress this team has made has been fantastic to see and we are incredibly proud of them

all. &

&) Goal: Ellah H

S’ Star performer: The whole team — a true team effort!



Year 7 & 8 5 A-Side

@ Some of our Year 7 & 8 footballers headed over to Shrewsbury Town FC to take partin an
exciting 5-a-side tournament! Our girls went head-to-head with teams from across Shropshire
and played some fantastic football throughout the day.

Final result: 3rd place!g




Year 8 Netball
O Our Year 8 netballers proudly represented East Shropshire in the KS3 School Games. The

team played brilliantly in every match and came away having secured 3rd place! g

The girls should be extremely proud of themselves for representing East Shropshire and
performing so well throughout the competition.

Well done girls! @




* All About Vern - Art 4 All Project

A few weeks ago we shared this year’s Art 4 All project is all about Vern! Schools across the area

are getting involved in this creative and inspiring initiative.
Are you taking part?
Interested?

Speak to a member of the art department for more information!



MVO, DL. His titles have been given to him as a thanks for

Known as Vern, his full title is Major Andrew Stokes OBE,
his service to the country and the Royal Family.

He grew up in Madeley and went to school at BRJ which
was where Chariton School is now.

When he left school at 16,
Vern joined the British Army
and travelling to countries
including Bosnia, Northern
Ireland, Afghanistan, Kenya,
Belize, Canada and Irag.

to be trained, he had the highest possible role
(Academy Sergeant Major).

I When Vern was based at Sandhurst, where officers go

in charge of planning all of the big events involving

5 He is the Garrison Sergeant Major, which means he is
the Royal Family - known as State Ceremonial events.

Some of the occasions he's planned include Queen
Elizabeth II's funeral, King Charles Iil's Coronation and
the VE Day 80 military events.

He even won a BAFTA for organising the Royal British
Legion Festival of Remembrance!

But he's never forgotten about the people and
8 groups who supported him when he was
growing up in Telford, which is why he is the
patron of 4 All Foundation - and why he is
s coming back to view a special exhibition of
n“,“:w artwork inspired by him, and created by young
e " people from the areal

~ 4AU

FOUNDATION

We're creating an exhibition
of artwork inspired by our
Patron Vern Stokes -
organiser of the Royal
Family’s state events. We'd
love your group’s creations
to feature in the exhibition,
which will be seen by Vern
during a special trip back to
his hometown of Telford.




We'd love to have you involved!

* Trips Update

Disneyland 2026 - Parental Meeting

Thank you to all those that attended the Disney meeting on Wednesday.

As promised please find attached a copy of the powerpoint that | went through which hopefully
gives you all the information that is needed.

If there are any changes nearer the time | will email out to all parents, however do keep an eye
on the newsletter for any updates!

BITS TO REMEMBER :

¢ |t has been confirmed that your son/daughter will need to bring the 20 Euro's in an
envelope for the hotel damage deposit. Please put this in an envelope with the students
name on. We will collect it from them on the coach. As long as there is no damage to
their room this will be returned as soon as we leave the hotel.



e A good item for your student to bring is a good powerbank. They will be in Disney for 12
hours and after taking lots of photos and messaging friends and family it really does
drain phone batteries, so being able to charge it up is very handy.

Any questions / queries, please email Cathy.Leverington@ids.mmat.co.uk.

The link : https://tinyurl.com/idsall-disney

* KOOTH Parental Support
How you can support your child to manage exam stress

Join Kooth for a free 45-minute webinar and you’ll hear from one of our community
engagement team, alongside a clinician from Kooth.

They will offer expert tips on:
e When to take action
e Share practical ideas to help children manage their anxiety
e Discuss how Kooth can provide extra support

The content has been written predominantly for families with secondary and higher aged
children sitting GCSEs, A- Levels or Nationals and Highers in Scotland.

Book 16th March, 7:00pm

* Safeguarding

This week’s safeguarding focus is sharing some information from Shropshire TREES team — who
focus on child exploitation and associated awareness, on some drugs that they are aware of that


https://tinyurl.com/idsall-disney
https://kooth.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d59bd9b5bcf63d9845647aa1f&id=5a07f0d966&e=aed55ac341

are circulating in Shropshire recently. It is important that we are all aware of these, and remain
vigilant to keep our young people safe.

“Pink Cocaine” also known as ‘tus’ of ‘tuccr) as the drug was pink, but 2B was also mentioned.

“Pink cocaine’is not cocaine most of the time. It's usually a mix of different drugs, and what's in it

can change batch to batch, which makes it riskier than a single known substance. It has commonly

been found to contain ketamine plus other stimulants/ empathogens. *2CB’ belongs to the "2C"

tamily of phenethylamines and is known by street names such as ‘Nexus’, ‘Bromo, Toonies’, and
“Venus'

Ketamine remains popular amongst young people. The government have recently collaborated to
publish warnings around ketamine use which can be found via the link below:

hitps://wwwyoutube.com/watch?v=OCV4VPLBB3k&t=4s

“THC Vapes, ‘Carts’ or like examples to the left of ‘Penjamin’ pens are discreet vapes which are
disguised to look simply like a pen.

THC vapes sold to young people often contain SCRAs (Spice). Greater Manchester first issued
‘warnings about this in 2018. THC vapes were a focus of the last GM-TRENDS which showed in
most, but not all cases, the product was purchased as THC rather than as SCRA (Spice) Last year
a study found vapes and vape liquids containing synthetic cannabinoids were identified in three
Quarters of 27 secondary schools in England that were sampled, in total 17.4% of 512 samples,
with just 1.29% being THC.

Drugs that contain nitazenes’ are killing people across the UK. These are highly dangerous
synthetic opioids which have been found in a wide range of drugs that people have taken on nights
out, to help them sleep o to seli-medicate.

Counterfeit medicines which are made to look like real medicines - such as Oxycodone or
Percocet, have been found with these dangerous ‘nitazenes’ within them without people knowine.
Nitazenes have also been reported in other counterfeit pills, like fake diazepam (brand name
Valium) and fake alprazotam (brand name Xanax). Drugs in other forms like powders could also
contain nitazenes.

See link for more info: Synthetic Opioids: What are they and why are they so dangerous?

* Students Who Use School Transport

Please find below the latest guidance for behaviour on school transport to and from school. This
is a copy of the Shropshire Council Behaviour on School Transport Policy.

If your students uses school transport please have a read at the transporation guidance below :



¥ Shropshire

Shropshire Council Behaviour on School Transport Policy

Safe and respectful hghayiour on school transport is critical to ensuring the safety and well-
being of all passengers and staff. This policy establishes clear expectations and
responsibilities for pupils using home-to-school izing safety, mutual
respect, and zero tolerance for dangerous or abusive conduct. It aligns with legislation such
as the Education and Inspections Act 2006 and fosters cooperation among the Council,
schools, parents, and transport staff to maintain a safe, orderly environment on school buses
and other transport modes.

Scope and Principles

The policy applies to all pupils using C il- ion, i i i

and special i needs It school hehaviour policies and travel
conditions, making good conduct a condition for riding the bus. Positive hehayiour is
encouraged, while unsafe or disrespectful hghayiour results in sanctions.

Roles and Responsibilities

Pupils — Expected Behayiour,

Pupils must always follow the driver's instructions, use their assigned vehicle and stop, and
carry a valid bus pass daily where issued. Boarding and disembarking must be done safely
and orderly, with adherence to the Green Cross Code when crossing roads. During the
journey, pupils must remain seated, wear seat belts where provided, keep aisles and exits
clear, and refrain from distracting the driver. Respectful behayiour towards drivers,

i and fellow is , with bullying and abusive language strictly
prohibited. Eating, drinking, smoking, and vandalism are forbidden, and misuse of
emergency equipment is a serious offence. If a pupil misses their bus, they should report to
school staff and contact parents rather than i ive travel il . Any
concerns or incidents should be reported promptly to parents, schools, or the Council.

Parents/Carers — Responsibilities

Parents and carers play a vital role in reinforcing good hehayiour and ensuring safety. They
must ensure children travel safely to and from bus stops, supervise young or vuinerable
pupils, and have contingency plans for delays or missed buses. Parents should ensure
children carry valid bus passes where issued and understand the importance of using
designated routes without i stops or i’ riders. They are
encouraged to discuss and reinforce the bus conduct rules, support school and Council
discipline efforts, and ensure children do not carry prohibited items. Parents are financially

@ = www.shropshire.gov.uk
7 General Enquities: 0345 678 9000




liable for any damage caused by their children and should maintain communication with
schools and the Council to address any iSsues or concems.

Schools and Council — Responsibilities

Schools treat travel hehayigur as an exiension of the school environment, communicating
transport rules and integrating them into overall hghaviour policies. They have authority to
discipline pupils for conduct on the journey to and from school and cooperate with the
Council in managing incidents. Drivers maintain order through instructions and report

i while i supervise and support pupils, especially those with
special needs. Both schools and the Council promote positive hghayigur and maintain open
communication with families about hghavigur expectations and incidents.

Unacceptable Bghayiour, and Prohibited Conduct

The pelicy prohibits aggression, bullying, abusive language, dangerous distractions, refusal
to obey safety rules, vandalism, theft, throwing objects, substance use, unreasonable
hehavigur toward staff, and other illegal or dangerous acts. Such pehaviours, are considered
serious breaches and will lead to disciplinary action. Some hehaviour may also require the
involvement of the police. Generally a sanction will only be applied after investigation of an
incident (however where there is a serious health and safety risk an immediate sanction may
be applied).

Examples of the type of behaviour. which will invoke a sanction, are listed pelow-

+ Bullying/harassmentfintimidation (physical and/or verbal)

+ Distracting/assauiting the driver

+ Failure to follow instruction from the driver

+ Standing forward of the driver

+ Using the emergency exit

+ Drug misuse

+ Moving around the vehicle

= 3itting in the stairwell

+ Throwing objects inside the vehicle or out of the windows

+ Health and safety breaches (including tampering with safety equipment such as emergency
exits, CCTV cameras, smoke alarms, fire extinguishers, first aid box)

+ Smoking

+ Spitting

« Verbal abuse - swearing

206

www.shropshire.gov.uk

‘General Enquiries: 0345 678 9000




+ Bringing unsafe objects onto the vehicles (i.e. pen-knives, cigarette lighters)

+ Playing personal stereos without headphones

. ing the i

+ Vandalism/damage to the vehicle {criminal damage will be reported fo the Police
and parents will be held responsible for any damage caused to the vehicle

This is not an exhaustive list and each incident will be investigated on its own merit

Children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

‘We recoanise that pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) may display
situations can sometimes be siréssful for families and children. Qur team is committed to
working collaboratively to support each child's needs and create the safest and most
supportive environment possible for every pupil

We rely on parents/carers keeping us informed about their child's needs, which helps us
respond effectively and deescalate scenarios swiftly if required. We also work closely with
schoaols to assist when necessary, and we appreciate their continued partnership in

managing individual Behayiours.

There may be fimes when a child or young person’s hghayigurs—including those that are
challenging, disruptive, or present a safeguarding concern—make it unsafe for them, fellow
passengers, or transport staff to continue travelling on school transport. In such instances,
we will discuss alternative options and may offer travel assistance in the form of a Personal
Travel Budget (PTB). A PTB is financial support provided to families so they can arrange
suitable travel for their child. If this becomes necessary, we will contact you directly to explain
the process and support you through the next steps.

Mon Entitled Pupils Accessing TSPS

Those pupils who have no entittement to free school transport but access our Tempaorary
Seats Payment Scheme may be permanently withdrawn from the scheme where there is
repeated poor hehayiour, Parents will then be required to make their own arrangements.
Consequences and Enforcement

Mishehayioyr leads to graduated consequences:

« On-the-spot corrections: Drivers or passenger assistants issue verbal warnings for
minor issues, expecling immediate compliance.

v )£

www.shropshire.gov.uk

‘General Enquiries: 0345 678 9000




« Reports and investigations: Significant or repeated incidents are reported and
investigated, including the use of CCTV footage where available and witness
statements.

« Wamings and parental notification: First-time or less severe incidents result in
warning letters sent to parents, emphasizing the importance of goed conduct and
potential escalation.

« School disciplinary actions: Schools may impose sanctions aligned with their
policies, including detenfions or exclusions, coordinated with the Council.

« Temporary suspension of transport: For dangerous or persistent i
transport privileges may be suspended for a defined period (usually starting with one
week and increasing incrementally), with parents responsible for alternative
amangements.

+ Permanent withdrawal of transport: Exireme or repeated misconduct can lead to
permanent exclusion from Council-provided transport, requiring families to arrange
their own travel This is a last resort after other measures fail.

» Support and alternatives: The Council may offer alternative transport solutions or
budgets for eligible pupils during suspensions, focusing on safety and attendance
continuity

+ Reinstatement and behaviour agreements: Temporary bans may end with review
meetings and pehavigur contracts; permanent bans may be reconsidered upon
evidence of improved pehaviour.

« Restitution and legal action: Parents are liable for damages caused by their
children, and serious offences may involve police action, including criminal charges

« Appeals; Parents can appeal long-term transport exclusions through a formal
process, with decisions reviewed by a panel. Appeals should be emailed to
schooltransporti@shropshire. gov.uk or for children with SEND
special transport team(@shropshire. gov.uk

www.shropshire.gov.uk

‘General Enquiries: 0345 678 9000

Contact Us

IDSALL SCHOOL

“Great oaks from little acorns grow”

Part of MARCHES TRUST ACADEMY




@ © o

Coppice Green Lane, Shifnal, Shropshire. TF11 8PD
01952 468400
admin@ids.mmat.co.uk

Idsallschool.org

Michelle King BA MA NPQH NPQEL

Our values :

Creativity
Excellence: striving  Integrity: consistently np: embracing inspiring Equality: ensuring
always for mastery acting with honesty, and supporting the and challenging fair opportunity
and personal success compassion and uniqueness of every through invention, for all
respect individual experimentation

and exploration
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