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Calendar 

 

• Thu 5th Mar : World Book Day 

• Fri 13th Mar : Sleep Out At Idsall for 4All Foundation 

• Thu 19th Mar : 6th Form Parents Evening 

• Thu 26th Mar : Year 11 Parents Evening 



• Mon 30th Mar to Fri 10th April: Easter Holidays 
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Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

Welcome back! I hope you all had a restful and enjoyable half term break. It has been great to 

see students return with energy and focus as we begin this next half term together. 

Our Year 11 students have made an excellent start to their final round of mock exams. Their 

attitude, calmness and determination have been impressive, and staff have been really 

encouraged by the purposeful atmosphere across the exam rooms. 

This week also marks the formal introduction of our Phone‑Free School model. Despite some 

minor settling‑in challenges, it is going well. We are already noticing a positive shift in students’ 

focus, with fewer distractions. Thank you for your continued support it is making a real 

difference already. We hope to share early impact and feedback with you towards the Easter 

holidays, once everyone has had time to fully adjust to the new system. 



The consultation on the school day for September 2026 has now closed. We are currently 

analysing the responses carefully to ensure we make the right educational decision for our 

school community and for all schools across the Trust. Once every school has completed their 

consultation, we will share the collective outcomes and the final informed decision. What I can 

share at this stage is that responses at Idsall were very evenly split between Model 1 (five equal 

days) and Model 2 (an early finish on Fridays). 

Thank you, as always, for your engagement and ongoing support. We look forward to a 

successful half term ahead. 

Idsall Goes a little Greener 

Canteen Update: Reducing Waste and Becoming More Environmentally Friendly 

As part of our ongoing work to reduce waste and make our school more environmentally 

friendly, we will be trialing washable, reusable food baskets in the canteen instead of single‑use 

cardboard containers. 

This small change supports our drive to meet the desired food standards around sustainability 

and will significantly cut down the amount of waste produced each day. Our students have been 

very vocal in championing greener approaches across the school, and we are pleased to be 

taking this step forward together. 

We’ll be reviewing the trial carefully over the coming weeks to see how we can enhance this 

further. We are also hopeful that the reduction in disposable packaging will help 

Year 11 News 

 

Well Done Year 11 

A huge well done to all of you for your amazing focus during the revision sessions on Thursday 

11th February. Your behaviour was impeccable throughout the day, and it was brilliant to see 

how engaged you were with every activity. 

Thank you for your effort, positivity, and participation; you represented yourselves and the year 

group brilliantly. 



Keep going, Year 11; you’re doing yourselves proud! 

 

 

 



 

Sixth Form News 

 

Sixth Form Barcelona Trip: A visit of Culture, Cooking, and Creativity 

Last week, students from our sixth form had the exciting opportunity to visit Barcelona, one of 

Europe’s most vibrant and artistic cities. The trip was packed with culture, food, history, and 

hands-on experiences that made it unforgettable. 

Arrival in High Winds 

We arrived in Barcelona to extreme weather conditions with the advice to stay inside until the 

evening. This gave students the time to unpack and plan the free time they were going to have 

that afternoon in Catalunya. They explored the shops and found their feet before our first 

evening meal of Tapas in Nuria. 

Walking in Olympic Footsteps 

Our adventure on Friday began at Olympic Stadium, home of the 1992 Barcelona Olympic 

Games. Standing on the track and looking out over the stands gave everyone a sense of how 

incredible it must feel to compete on such a world stage. We also visited the nearby Sports 

Museum, which offered interactive exhibits and celebrated athletes from many different sports. 

Exploring Parc Güell 

We then had lunch by the seafront before heading over to Parc Güell, the famously colourful 

park designed by the architect Antoni Gaudí. Despite the rain, students were amazed by the 

mosaic-covered benches, playful sculptures, and breathtaking views over the whole city. It was 



the perfect place to learn about Gaudí’s imaginative style while enjoying some sunshine and 

photo opportunities. 

The Iconic Sagrada Família 

Next, we visited Gaudí’s most famous masterpiece, the Sagrada Família. Its soaring towers and 

detailed carvings left everyone speechless. Inside, the stained-glass windows filled the space 

with a rainbow of light. Even though construction began in 1882, the church is still not quite 

finished, which fascinated the students and sparked lots of discussion with our guide about 

architecture, patience and Gaudi’s favourite number being 7.5! 

A Sweet Stop: The Chocolate Museum 

Saturday started with a visit to the mouthwatering Museu de la Xocolata, or Chocolate Museum. 

Students followed a chocolate-themed trail where they discovered how chocolate is made and 

how it arrived in Europe. The chocolate sculptures—ranging from animals to famous 

characters—were a huge hit, and everyone enjoyed the free samples! 

Cooking Traditional Paella 

One of the highlights of the trip was a hands-on paella-cooking workshop. Students learned 

how to prepare Spain’s most famous dish, complete with saffron rice, vegetables, and seafood. 

Working together with chef Karen added to the fun, and the best part, of course, was getting to 

eat what they created. 

Beach Time 

The weather was so lovely on the Saturday afternoon, we even managed to fit a few hours into 

seeing the beach and harbour. Some students played beach volleyball, others football with 

some just taking in the sunshine. 

A Trip to Remember 

From cooking and sports to art and architecture, the trip gave students a richer understanding 

of Spain’s culture and history. Everyone returned home tired but full of new knowledge, shared 

memories, and plenty of photos. It was truly a trip to remember! 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



A-Level of the week -  what our current pupils think about their post 16 subjects 

Further Mathematics 

Did you know we now offer Further Mathematics as an A-Level at Idsall?  It is a subject 

delivered to pupils across the Open 6 with a blend of lessons on teams and half termly check-ins 

with a tutor. 

While Further Maths A Level builds on and relates to the A Level Maths syllabus, it is a whole 

separate A Level which, as the name suggests, goes beyond Maths and pushes students to apply 

their knowledge in new and complex ways.  

Further Maths counts as a whole additional A Level. It explores topics from Maths A Level in 

greater depth, as well as introduces new topics. The Further Maths A Level syllabus covers 

topics such as complex numbers, matrices, discrete mathematics, mathematical and hyperbolic 

functions. The Further Maths A Level is designed to challenge students to develop their 

problem-solving skills in maths and to be able to apply concepts in new ways, with less guidance. 

There’s no doubt that Further Maths A Level is difficult and will present challenges to even the 

best Maths candidates. It is designed to be an extension of Maths A Level and therefore 

harder.  However, if you really enjoy studying Mathematics, including some of the challenges it 

involves, you will likely find Further Maths immensely rewarding. 

For those intending to go to university, Further Maths is particularly favourable for: Engineering, 

Sciences, Maths, Computer Sciences and Economics. 

If you’re looking to study one of these courses at Oxbridge or another top university and you 

have the option of taking Further Maths A Level at your school, you should strongly consider it 

as it will help set you apart in a competitive applications process. Further Maths A Level can also 

give you a head start in these subjects at university as it will introduce some of the content you 

will encounter at degree level.  

What our pupils have to say: 

• "I picked this subject because I have always had a passion for maths and love the subject. 

I also find it incredibly fascinating to learn about and willingly study for it." Tiff (year 12)  

• "I wanted to do further maths as I have a natural curiosity and enjoy problem solving 

and this will help set me up with a solid foundation for later studies." Coby (year 12) 



 

 

OTHER IDSALL NEWS 

 

* Languagenut Competition 

Congratulations to all who took part in the Languagenut competition. There were 197 entrants 

in total. The top 3 students were all in Year 10.  

• 1st Millie Hollingsworth 

• 2nd Leon Holtom 

• 3rd Grace Collins 

- The highest score in year 7 was Katie Jones 



- The highest score in year 8 was Holly Wilson 

- The highest score in year 9 was Ellie Rawlings 

- The highest score in year 11 was Lydia Smith. 

Certificates and prizes have been distributed to the winners.  

Well done to all who took part! 

* World Book Day 

We are excited to celebrate World Book Day on Thursday 5th March, and all students from Year 

7 to Year 13 are warmly invited to dress up as their favourite book character.  

Our staff will also be joining in by dressing up in departmental themes, and students will have 

the chance to vote for their favourite staff department of book characters.  

We look forward to a fun and creative day that celebrates our love of reading across the whole 

school community. Students do not have to join in, and should attend school in their standard 

uniform if they are not dressing up as a book character.  

There will be prizes available for the most creative student costumes.  



 

* Sparx Reader Competition 

 



 

* From the PE Department 

 

Ethan Plays for County 

Representing Shropshire against West Midlands, the lads battled to a brilliant 3–2 win. Ethan T, 

year 9, played superbly and did both Idsall and himself proud.  

What a performance!          



 



* Trips Update 

Disneyland 2026 - Parental Meeting 

 

Thank you to all those that attended the Disney meeting on Wednesday. 

As promised please find attached a copy of the powerpoint that I went through which hopefully 

gives you all the information that is needed. 

If there are any changes nearer the time I will email out to all parents, however do keep an eye 

on the newsletter for any updates! 

All passports and GHIC's should now have been handed in and these will be kept safely in the 

school safe until we go. 

I FORGOT! A good item for your student to bring is a good powerbank. They will be in Disney for 

12 hours and after taking lots of photos and messaging friends and family it really does drain 

phone batteries, so being able to charge it up is very handy. 

Any questions / queries, please email Cathy.Leverington@ids.mmat.co.uk. 



The link : https://tinyurl.com/idsall-disney 

* Enrichment Trips 

Please note the closing date for these trips has now expired.  

If you did not complete the form, your child will automatically be placed on the school based 

activity. 

* Safeguarding 

 

https://tinyurl.com/idsall-disney


This week is Child Exploitation in Shropshire 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

* Work Experience 2026 

Work Experience is 29 June - 3 July 2026 for students in years 10 and 12. 

The date for details to be uploaded to Unifrog is Friday 27th March 2026. 

Work Experience – Year 10  

• Please can you ensure your child uploads their work experience placements to UniFrog 

by February half term.  

• They have access to login to this.  

• Any problems, please ask to see Miss Martin or Mrs Boyd 

* Students Who Use School Transport 

Please find below the latest guidance for behaviour on school transport to and from school. This 

is a copy of the Shropshire Council Behaviour on School Transport Policy. 

If your students uses school transport please have a read at the transporation guidance below : 



 



 



 



 

WHAT'S ON IN THE LOCAL AREA 

 

Shifnal Events 

Here’s a reminder of the fantastic events happening in Shifnal right through to the end of the 

year.  

It’s brilliant to have these events for all to enjoy, so get involved, support local, and most of all 

— love local.  

#LoveShifnal #shifnal #supportlocal #lovelocal 

Try Something New! Taekwon-Do ....... FREE CLASSES! 

Do you feel like trying out a new sport .. if so, why not go along, two free classes so you can try 

it before you join! 

INTERESTED ... contact Mr. Morris on 07969 996055 to book and for more information. 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/loveshifnal?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUsu574QizgIWpvmDHsT0_JD-UwHqi9THfO5gc86onBqgzjcy5-FR7rH6kLYqqhqfOU_6CA2DwRqe_BwI7CZNIvdzIKVz7RJJ-6S_Syw2MCXrUlSSP8P6YEKokZdOKg_zA2QQCkhJkdsvl-Wf4zwDITFdGPENtQs-bmPXfMWsmg1A&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/shifnal?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUsu574QizgIWpvmDHsT0_JD-UwHqi9THfO5gc86onBqgzjcy5-FR7rH6kLYqqhqfOU_6CA2DwRqe_BwI7CZNIvdzIKVz7RJJ-6S_Syw2MCXrUlSSP8P6YEKokZdOKg_zA2QQCkhJkdsvl-Wf4zwDITFdGPENtQs-bmPXfMWsmg1A&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/supportlocal?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUsu574QizgIWpvmDHsT0_JD-UwHqi9THfO5gc86onBqgzjcy5-FR7rH6kLYqqhqfOU_6CA2DwRqe_BwI7CZNIvdzIKVz7RJJ-6S_Syw2MCXrUlSSP8P6YEKokZdOKg_zA2QQCkhJkdsvl-Wf4zwDITFdGPENtQs-bmPXfMWsmg1A&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/lovelocal?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUsu574QizgIWpvmDHsT0_JD-UwHqi9THfO5gc86onBqgzjcy5-FR7rH6kLYqqhqfOU_6CA2DwRqe_BwI7CZNIvdzIKVz7RJJ-6S_Syw2MCXrUlSSP8P6YEKokZdOKg_zA2QQCkhJkdsvl-Wf4zwDITFdGPENtQs-bmPXfMWsmg1A&__tn__=*NK*F


2 Free Classes and 10% Discount for Idsall Students! So why not give it a try! 

 

Contact Us 
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