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Michelle King - Headteacher 

 

What a fantastic week it’s been—especially for our Year 8 students who have been enjoying the 

sunshine at Boreatton Park!  

From camping under the stars to taking part in a wide range of exciting activities, they’ve had an 

unforgettable time filled with fun and adventure. 

Meanwhile, our Year 11 and Year 13 students have been hard at work tackling their exams. It ’s 

been a strong start, with lots of focused revision and determination on display—well done to all 

of you and keep up the great effort! 

This week also saw important assemblies on the upcoming changes to our uniform policy. If you 

missed the announcement, don’t worry—you can find all the updated information on our 

website at www.idsall.org. 

http://www.idsall.org/


Calendar and Trips 

 

 

• Mon 2nd & Tue 3rd June : Year 8 HPV Vaccinations 

• Thu 5th June : Year 7 Parents Evening 

• Mon 9th to Fri 20th June : Year 10 End of Year Exams 

• Wed 11th to Fri 20th June : Year 12 End of Year Exams 

• Mon 23rd to Fri 27th June : Year 10 Work Experience 

• Wed 25th Jun : Year 11 Prom 

• Mon 30th June : Year 13 Leavers Brunch & Assembly 

• Mon 30th Jun : Year 13 Prom 

TRIPS  

We are presently putting together potential / already in process trips for :  

• Year 8 - PGL  (May 2025) 

• Year 9 - France and Belgium Battlefields Trip (May 2025)  

• Year 8 & 9 - Las Vegas Geography Trip (see Mrs Green in G3 for more information) 

(October 2026) https://www.idsallschool.org/las-vegas-trip-presentation/ 

https://www.idsallschool.org/las-vegas-trip-presentation/


• Year 10, 11 & 12 - Kenya Expedition (see Mr Pittam in G2 for more information) (Summer 

2026) 

Author Visit Inspires Young Writers 

We were delighted to welcome Bryher MacKenzie, a published children’s author and former 

Idsall pupil, back to school for a special visit.  

Bryher spoke with Year 7 students about her journey into writing and the many career paths 

available within the literary world.  

She then led a creative writing workshop for Key Stage 3 students, offering valuable tips and 

encouragement to our budding young authors. Her visit left students inspired and eager to 

explore their own storytelling talents. 

Books by Bryher 

 

The Night Whale is Bryher's debut picture book.  

• A grandmother and grandchild look out for the Night Whale, a magical sky creature last 

seen when Nana was a child herself. The story transports the reader off to a world of 

wonder and beauty, as they soar over cities and landscapes on the back of the Night 

Whale, far away from home and back again. 



 

Great Aunt Margot and Me 

• On Mondays after school, Great-Aunt Margot always has a good story to tell her great-

niece... or a dance to dance, or a game to enjoy together. But lately she’s been forgetting 

things, and she doesn’t always feel quite the way she used to. Her great-niece sees rich 

and vibrant memories all around Margot’s apartment, and comes up with a plan to help 

bring back the twinkle in her eye... 

Both these fabulous books are available on Amazon! 

Commemorating Victory in Europe Day 

Fifty Idsall students took part in a commemorative service at St Andrew’s Church to mark 

Victory in Europe (VE) Day. The event paid tribute to the courage and sacrifice of those who 

fought for our freedom. Meanwhile, students in school observed a two-minute silence and took 

part in assemblies created by their peers in the History Department, reflecting on the 

significance of VE Day and its lasting impact on modern Britain. 

VE Day Celebrations with the Military 

On Friday 5th May, Idsall welcomed members of the military as part of our VE Day celebrations. 

Students were treated to exciting displays, including tanks, archery activities, and a range of 



historical weapons. Pupils from Years 7, 8 and 9 also took part in a virtual sponsored row in 

collaboration with the Shrewsbury Group, raising awareness and support for veterans.  

Any donations to the Army Veteran Benevolent Fund are greatly appreciated and can be made 

via the following link:  

Army Careers Centre Shrewsbury is fundraising for Army Benevolent Fund 

 

 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/army-careers-centre-shrewsbury-2


 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



Race The World 

 

Army Careers Centre Shrewsbury is fundraising for Army Benevolent Fund - JustGiving 

Help Army Careers Centre Shrewsbury raise money to support Army Benevolent Fund 

www.justgiving.com 

Exploring Democracy at the Heart of Government 

Ninety students from Idsall recently travelled to London for an enriching visit to the Houses of 

Parliament. As well as touring this iconic centre of British democracy, students witnessed live 

debates in both the House of Commons and the House of Lords, offering real insight into how 

our country is governed.  

A hands-on workshop followed, where students explored how they can influence political 

change through petitions and policy-making.  

This experience not only broadened their understanding of citizenship but also introduced them 

to potential careers in politics, law, and public service. 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/army-careers-centre-shrewsbury-2
http://www.justgiving.com/


 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



Don't Forget - Free Exam Breakfast 

 

During the exam period, if your child has an exam at 9.00am, they are invited to come to the 

canteen for some free breakfast between 8.00am and 8.45am, where members of the teaching 

staff will be available for  any last minute queries and help.  

For afternoon exams : 

• The canteen will be open for early lunch break only for students that are on an exam 

that starts at 1.00 pm. The canteen will be open to those students from 12.30 pm. 

• If your child is on study leave, they are expected to  sign in at front reception no later 

than 12.50 pm and make their way to their exam venue where they should  ‘line up’ with 

other students ready to be invited into the exam venue. 



Lost Property 

 

Has your student come home without their PE kit, school bag, pencil case, blazer or anything 

else? 

There is a chance it is at our reception where they keep the lost property. 

We understand that uniform, PE kit etc is expensive but we can only keep lost property for a 

short time and at the end of every half term it is binned or put in the uniform bank. 

Therefore, if your student has lost something over the half term, please ring, pop in or get the 

student to go along to reception and check if it is there. 

VE Day Activities 

Tutor group 7CHA have been doing their own activities to celebrate VE Day.  

Mrs Haynes said "We had an amazing time talking about elderly relatives that the students 

remembered had been involved in the Second World War." 

Pictures are of the wonderful display and bookmark some of the tutor group made. 



 

 



 

Session 6 

Here are this terms session 6 activities. They say alongside each one which years they are open 

to. All these session 6 activities are free to attend and there is a late bus that students can book 

onto. 

 

 



 

 

 

Year 13 Have Left The Building 

On Friday 9th May we said goodbye to Year 13.  This year, we will celebrate them reaching the 

end of their time with us with a farewell brunch on 30th June once all exams are complete. 

However, to mark the occasion they had a picnic and games on the field, culminating with 

challenging the year 12’s to a final ‘tug of war’. 



 

 

 



 

Year 8 HPV Vaccinations 

We have been asked to pass on the following letter to all year 8 students regarding the HPV 

Vaccination. This has also been emailed out to all parents. If you need any further information 

please email the school. 

Dear Idsall School,   

Human Papillomavirus (Universal HPV Gardasil 9)  

Date Of Visit: 2 & 3 June 2025  

Attached to this email is a letter for the 2024 Human Papillomavirus vaccination (HPV), please 

can you distribute this to the parents of all Year 8 pupils.   

The eConsent link will close at 9am on 28 May 2025  

We would be very grateful if you could use your communication platforms for the duration 

the link is open to remind parents to complete a consent form. 



 



 

Help With Exam Stress 

 

Tips to help parents support their child with exam stress 

Tests and exams can be a challenging part of school life for children and young people and their 

parents or carers, but there are ways to ease the stress. 

The NHS.UK website gives lots of really helpful information on helping everyone deal with exam 

stress. Headings like 

• Watch for signs of stress 

• Make sure your child eats well 

• Heap your child get enough sleep 



• Be flexible during exams 

• Help them study 

• Talk about exam nerves 

• Encourage exercise during exams 

• Do not add to the pressure 

• Make time for treats 

• When to get help 

It really is a very useful read. The link is below. 

Help your child beat exam stress - NHS 

AMHIE 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-adults/advice-for-parents/help-your-child-beat-exam-stress/?es_c=D9C5D140D59EEB5270421AEB2776DF50&es_cl=4F2A7CFF1FA2BC6DAD2EF7CDF20C6E39&es_id=ph7£22


A Level of the Week 

what our current pupils think about their post 16 subjects 

Courses In Construction 

The skills centre at Idsall Sixth Form offers a variety of level 2 practical courses.  Pupils can pick 

between, Brickwork, Carpentry, Plastering and Maintenance Operations. 

The skills centre courses are run over three full days a week, Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

allowing pupils the flexibility to find their own relevant work experience on the remaining 

weekdays. 

For pupils who do not get their GCSE grades in English and Maths at a level 4 or higher, they will 

have timetabled lessons to allow them to resit these important subjects.  Obtaining GCSEs in 

English and Maths will enable a wider choice of employment or apprenticeship providers in the 

field of construction. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Sports Update 

Monday afternoon saw an outstanding victory over Holy Trinity finishing the game 2-1. Idsall 

lifted the trophy!  



The girls were absolutely brilliant and played fantastically even with an hour wait at HT due to 

thunder and lightning !!  

Goals coming from Emmie and Elicia.  

Well done to all those involved and a well deserved victory! 

 

 

Athletics Session Six 

Each week a different activity will be put on for students wanting to improve their athletic ability. 

There is only one option per week so please make sure you attend the week you want to 

improve in that area. There wont be an option to change the activity (unless the weather is 

really poor) 

This will also be printed off and put up on the athletics notice board outside of the PE office. 

Any questions, please see Miss Broughton 

• Tuesday 20th May: Jumps (long/Triple) 

HALF TERM 



• Tuesday 3rd June: High jump (weather pending)  

• Tuesday 10th June: Relay 

• Tuesday 17th June: hurdles 

Trip Updates 

Battlefields Trip 

WW1 Battlefields Trip 22-24 May 

From Tuesday 6 May, please deposit Passports and GHIC cards with Mrs Strachan in room H4. 

Further documentation will follow shortly.  Any queries, please 

contact ruth.strachan@ids.mmat.co.uk 

Safeguarding 

 

This week’s safeguarding focus for parents and pupils is on Understanding Self-Harm in Young 

People 

Understanding Self-Harm in Young People - A Guide for Parents 

This week’s safeguarding focus is on the topic of self harm – which is a sign of emotional distress. 

With the right support, and early intervention, we can reduce the likelihood and ideally stop it 

from occurring. 

  

       Key Statistics 

• 1 in 5 UK young people report having self-harmed [1]. 

• Rates are higher among girls and gender-diverse youth [2]. 

mailto:ruth.strachan@ids.mmat.co.uk
https://arc-eoe.nihr.ac.uk/research-implementation/research-themes/mental-health-over-life-course/sorts-supportive-response
https://www.repository.cam.ac.uk/items/6531a735-98ab-4ff9-a811-3f04fb44e140


• Self-harm often begins between ages 11–15. 

• Only 20% of those who self-harm receive help from health services [1]. 

     Why Do Young People Self-Harm? 

• To cope with emotional pain, stress, or trauma. 

• As a response to bullying, academic pressure, or family issues. 

• To feel a sense of control or relief. 

    Warning Signs to Watch For 

• Unexplained cuts, bruises, or burns. 

• Wearing long sleeves in warm weather. 

• Withdrawal from friends and activities. 

• Mood swings, irritability, or low self-esteem. 

     How to Support Your Child 

• Stay calm and avoid judgment. 

• Listen without trying to immediately fix things. 

• Encourage open conversation about feelings. 

• Seek professional help early – either via the GP or contacting school. We can offer 

support, intervention and signposting to appropriate services including in school via 

RAISE, the school nurse and BEE-U. Please contact school and ask for Mrs Griffiths if you 

would like support for your child. 

         Helpful Resources 

• YoungMinds: youngminds.org.uk 

• Kooth: kooth.com 

• Anna Freud Centre: mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk 

https://arc-eoe.nihr.ac.uk/research-implementation/research-themes/mental-health-over-life-course/sorts-supportive-response


What's On In The Local Area 

Taekwon-Do Classes 

New Beginners Programme Starting 

 

Mr Morris is starting up a new beginners programme in Taekwon-do on a Wednesday evening at 

Idsall School.  

So if you are looking at trying something new why not go along - you get two free trial classes! 

• Offering Idsall pupils a 10% discount on monthly fees.  

• Classes every Wednesday 6-7pm in the main hall at Idsall.  

• Offering two free trial classes. 

INTERESTED ... contact Mr. Morris on 07969 996055 to book and for more information. 



Family Hubs 

 



 



Shifnal Senior Youth Club 

 



Shifnal Cricket Club 

 



Session Six Guitar (Private Sessions) 

 

Session Six Karate (Private Sessions) 

 



Contact us 
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