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Michelle King - Headteacher 

 

A Busy Week at Idsall! 

This week has been full of activity and positive developments here at Idsall.  

• The Army has been in school working with our students, it's wonderful to see them so 

engaged and enthusiastic about these activities.  

• Despite facing some technical issues, our school community has shown remarkable 

adaptability and resilience.  

• I've had the opportunity to work with some Year 11 students on understanding the 

impact of technology overload and debating whether teenagers have it harder now 

compared to their parents' generation. After much debate, they decided that taking 

time away from screens is a good thing. It's surprising how much we rely on technology, 

and we encourage everyone to take time away from screens to talk, relax, or enjoy 

group activities. It's easy to forget how valuable and enjoyable these moments can be. 

• It was lovely to host the cross country at Idsall too this week. We witnessed such 

committed sporting talent from our local schools. Well done to all those who 

participated, and thank you to the supporters who came to cheer them on. 

• Our first parent group also met this week. It was wonderful to meet with the group and 

discuss how we can work together to support all of our young people. We are 

concentrating on finding ways to help make communication easier for us all, watch this 

space.   



Have a wonderful weekend,  

Calendar and Trips 

 

 

• Mon 31st Mar to Fri 4 Apr : KS3 Science Assessments 

• Tue 1st Apr : Singing for Shifnal Charity Performance Concert  

• Thu 3rd Apr : Year 12 & 13 Parents Evening 

• Thu 3rd & Fri 4th : Telford Exotic Zoo 

• Fri 4th Apr : Year 11 Year Group Photo 

• Fri 11th Apr : Disneyland Paris Trip Leaves 

• Sat 12th Apr : Ski Trip Leaves 

• Mon 14th to Fri 25th Apr : Easter Holidays 

• Tue 6th May : Year 6 Uniform Evening 

• Mon 12th May : First Day of Year 13 Study Leave 

• Thu 5th June : Year 7 Parents Evening 

• Wed 25th Jun : Year 11 Prom 



• Mon 30th Jun : Year 13 Prom 

TRIPS  

We are presently putting together potential / already in process trips for :  

• Year 7 & 8 - France Disneyland Paris and Paris https://www.idsallschool.org/disneyland-

paris-trip-presentation/ (April 2025) 

• Year 8 - PGL  (May 2025) 

• Year 9 - France and Belgium Battlefields Trip (May 2025)  

• Year 8 & 9 - Las Vegas Geography Trip (see Mrs Green in G3 for more information) 

(October 2026) https://www.idsallschool.org/las-vegas-trip-presentation/ 

• Year 10, 11 & 12 - Kenya Expedition (see Mr Pittam in G2 for more information) (Summer 

2026) 

KS3 Science Assessments 

Students in KS3 will be sitting Science assessments week commencing 31st March, 2025. These 

will take place in their usual Science lessons. 

Details to follow. 

 

https://www.idsallschool.org/disneyland-paris-trip-presentation/
https://www.idsallschool.org/disneyland-paris-trip-presentation/
https://www.idsallschool.org/las-vegas-trip-presentation/


Singing for Shifnal Charity Performance 

On Tuesday 1st April, as part of the Shifnal Voices 2025 Charity Performance Event Idsall Music 

will be taking part. Idsall choir and Kaleidoscope will be performing a range of pieces including 

Rolling In The Deep, Hallelujah and Rumours! 

This promises to be a very exciting event with performers drawn from local Primary schools, 

music groups and the Shifnal Male Voice Choir. The local music groups are uniting to support 

local charities through the power of music. 

Money raised is going to 3 excellent charities, and one that the school supports whenever 

possibly - Shifnal Food Bank. The other two charities are St. Andrew's Warm Welcome and MHA 

Live at Home Scheme. 

Tickets for the event are now available from the Finance Office for £5 and are sure to sell very 

quickly.  

If you need any further information, please do not hesitate to contact our Head of Music : 

Andrew.austin@mmat.co.uk 

 



Year 12 & 13 Parents Evening 

Due to the technical issues we had, we had to cancel the year 12 and 13 parents evening. 

It is now on Thursday 3rd April from 4pm to 6.30pm. 

Bookings are already open  - they closed at 3.00 pm on Tuesday 1st April, 2025. 

Telford Exotic Zoo 

 

Over the next two weeks the Science department are going to be celebrating the British Science 

Week. Each year British Science Week has a new theme  - this years theme is "Change and 

Adapt". 

The students will be talking about what change and adaptation means. How they have noticed 

the world around them changing, and how they have adapted?  

This is going to include a range of activities during the students lesson.  

One of the main events that is taking place is on Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th April where we are 

welcoming Telford Exotic Zoo to come along and visit with the year 7 and 8 students over the 2 

days. They will be looking at how animals have adapted to new environments over time. 

This is going to be an exciting event and we are all looking forward to it. 



Year 11 Photo 

 

Friday 4th April 2025  

A Level of the Week 

what our current pupils think about their post 16 subjects 

Biology 

Over the past couple of weeks year 12 have been looking at gaseous exchange in mammals and 

fish.  This involved dissecting sheep lungs and fish heads. 

Pupils really enjoy the practical experiments at this level, to enhance their learning.  

“I take Biology because I really want to study veterinary science at University.  I enjoy the 

practicals the most, as I love hands-on learning.”  Grace Year 12“ 

"Biology is interesting as I like to know how the world around me works.  It helps me pay more 

attention and give more appreciation to our natural world.” Heidi Year 12“ 

"I chose Biology, because it links in with what I want to do later in life.”  Lilly Year 12 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



Year 13 Study Leave 

Mr Bowler has today sent out a letter to all parents / guardians of year 13 students.  

Study leave starts at 3.15pm on Friday 9th May. Students will be working as per their normal 

timetable up until this point. 

The letter reads : 

"I hope this message finds you well. I am writing to provide you with an important update 

regarding the schedule for our year 13. 

As of Friday 9th May, Year 13 will be required to attend exams only, teachers will continue to 

provide revision sessions and additional support. We hope that this is welcome news to both you 

and your young person. Please note, some subjects do require your attendance still as they still 

have a small amount of content to cover prior to sitting their examinations. Subject teachers will 

communicate their requirements to students. 

This aims to better support our students during this intense period of revision, allowing them to 

have some additional time for rest, relaxation, and personal study." 

War Horse 

On 20th March, GCSE Drama students watched a production of War Horse at The Grand Theatre 

in Wolverhampton in preparation for their written examination where they will be expected to 

analyse and evaluate a production or performance element.  

The students commented highly on the use of lighting and puppetry in addition to the storyline. 

Students eagerly wrote notes whilst watching and conducted themselves in a positive manner 

throughout the evening. 

It was a pleasure to engage in meaningful discussions with students as they shared their first 

impressions during their lessons the following day.  



 

Year 8 Geography 

Year 8 Geography students have been having a go at making play doh coast models over the last 

few weeks. They have had a fabulous time and have welcomed their learning of the subject 

from a different perspective. Students have and will be studying weathering and erosion along 

with looking at parts of the UK coastlines that are under threat and how we can help reduce 

erosion. 



 

 



 



 

Carding Mill Valley 

In preparation for their exams and as part of their exam results the year 11 Geographers are 

required to undertake a physical fieldwork study. 

This year they all went to Carding Mill Valley.  

The aim of the day was to study rivers. Armed with clipboards and enthusiasm, our geographers 

measured the width, depth, velocity of the river using and learning different techniques. 



 

 



 



 

Student's Race For Life 

Idsall's next mufti day will be to support this wonderful charity! 

Date for this to be confirmed nearer the time - watch this space! 

 



This year one of our Year 11 students, Jamie Adnett-Fletcher, is doing Race For Life, to raise 

money for the charity Cancer Research UK.   

Jamie’s mom has recently been diagnosed with stage two breast cancer, and he and his sister 

(also a former pupil) will be doing completing Race For Life on 25th May, during the same time 

period as Jamie is due to sit his GCSE’s. 

Jamie wants to raise as much as he can for such an amazing cause, so if you are able to sponsor 

him (however big or small the donation) – please use the link 

here: https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/jamies-race-for-life-3274687222  

Jamie’s mum has also sent in a brief message: Thank you so much for supporting this and 

making his mom a very proud one.  

Sport Updates 

Year 7 Shropshire County Netball Competition 

Our year 7 Netballers demonstrated their love for the sport by attending this competition last 

Thursday, when the school had to be shut.  Thanks go to their parents and guardians who 

supported us in getting them into school and then over to Wrekin college for what was a 

wonderful afternoon of Netball.  Mr Bell came along also and was a super coach when Mrs 

Dunn had to umpire. 

Idsall’s results from Pool B: 

• Ids vs. WBS (1-6 loss) 

• Ids vs. Meole Brace (5-4 win) 

• Ids vs. Wrekin (3-10 loss) 

• Ids vs. Priory (7-4 win) 

• Ids vs. BBS (5-4 loss) 

From this we progressed through to the 3rd place pool A vs 4th place Pool B play off.  Idsall 

started off well against a solid NPGH school team.  We are drawing 3-3 at half time.  Sadly, 

NPGH found their stride in the second half and pulled away to take the win.  The girls played 

their hearts out all afternoon, they are really developing into a skilful team.  

We are now looking forward to the Year 7 TWSA tournament coming up on Thursday 

3rd April.  Details to follow via email. 

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/jamies-race-for-life-3274687222


 

Year 10 Rugby 

Congratulations to the year 10 rugby team on their incredible win against Church Stretton. Idsall 

won 44-24. 

Very close first half ended 22-24 with Church Stretton coming out on top. After a big half time 

team talk the boys came out flying scoring straight from the kick off with Connor Doyle catching 

our own kick-off then running past 5 players to score a fantastic try. There was no looking back 

after that, as Idsall ran in 2 further tries without response from Church Stretton school.   

Special mentions to Lewis G for some massive tackles also fantastic second half tries from 

Ronnie L-D, Ricerdas K and Henry L. Both teams competed fairly within the spirit of the game.  

Mr Pargeter’s player of the match goes to Henry L for 2 wonderful tries. 



 

Do You Send Your Child To School With Cash? 

 

Important update regarding our school's payment system 

We are transitioning to a completely cashless system for all payments.  

For many years, the majority of our community has successfully used ParentPay to top up 

dinner money and pay for trips. Moving forward, ParentPay will be the only method available 

for these transactions from Easter 2025.   The machines for putting money on student accounts 

will be removed over the easter holidays.  

The primary reason for this change is to enhance the security and efficiency of our payment 

processes. By eliminating cash handling, we can reduce the risk of loss or theft and streamline 

administrative tasks.  Additionally, this system enables us to trace all payments quickly, avoids 

the need for pupils to carry cash, and saves valuable time for both parents and staff. Currently, 

there are fewer than 60 transactions processed through our cash machines each week, making 

this transition a practical and timely step. 



We understand that this is a significant change, and we appreciate your cooperation and 

understanding as we make this transition. To ease the process, we will continue to accept cash 

for the purchase of planners and ties for the time being. However, our goal is to eventually 

eliminate all cash transactions within the school. 

If you have any questions or need assistance with ParentPay, please do not hesitate to contact 

the school office. We are here to help and ensure a smooth transition for everyone. 

Trip Updates 

Disneyland Paris 

 

Disneyland Trip 

For the powerpoint from the Disneyland meeting, please follow the link :  

https://www.idsallschool.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2025/03/Final-Presentation-for-

Disneyland-2025.pdf 

• All passports should now have been handed in to the school. 

• I know some of you are still waiting for the GHIC's to come through the post, as soon as 

you have that can you please send it into me at the school. 

• Meeting has now taken place for the rooming and this has been sorted by the students. 

If you have any further questions or if you require any further information, please do not 

hesitate to contact me. 

Email is : cathy.leverington@ids.mmat.co.uk 

https://www.idsallschool.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2025/03/Final-Presentation-for-Disneyland-2025.pdf
https://www.idsallschool.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2025/03/Final-Presentation-for-Disneyland-2025.pdf


Ski Trip 2025 

 

All passports should now have been handed into the school. 

We know some of you are waiting for your GHIC's but if you can please send those into the 

school as soon as you receive them. 

If you have any questions about the trip please email : phil.goodison@ids.mmat.co.uk 

Safeguarding 

 

This week’s safeguarding focus for parents and pupils is on the topic of live streaming – where 

gamers share their screen with the public to show live what they are doing. One of the most 

popular streaming sites for this, Twitch, has more than 2.5 million watchers. Dangers of this 

could include: 

• Access to inappropriate content 

• Negative influences 

• Financial harm 

• Addiction 

• Misinformation 



Please see the below infographic for more information. 

 

Year 11 Pupils and Post 16 Resitters 

Bright Stars Education and Training and CAREStcs will be holding in person group sessions for 

Maths and English GCSE revision during the Easter school holiday and May school holiday. 

These sessions are £5.00 per student per 45 minute session. 

• Where : Stafford Park 4 (TF3 3BA) 

• When : Monday 14th April - Thursday 17th April & Tuesday 22nd April - Friday 25th April 

9am - 4pm 

Please contact us for more information or to book a slot 

Louise - l.martindale@bright-stars-education.com 

Karen - KarenColton@CAREStcs.co.uk 



Taekwon-Do Classes 

New Beginners Programme Starting 

 

Mr Morris is starting up a new beginners programme in Taekwon-do on a Wednesday evening at 

Idsall School.  

So if you are looking at trying something new why not go along - you get two free trial classes! 

• Offering Idsall pupils a 10% discount on monthly fees.  

• Classes every Wednesday 6-7pm in the main hall at Idsall.  

• Offering two free trial classes. 

INTERESTED ... contact Mr. Morris on 07969 996055 to book and for more information. 



Cirquoise Discount Tickets 

 

We are delighted to be able to offer the pupils in your School a discount of the 'Cirquoise' The 

Amazing Circus, which we are excited to be hosting at our Albrighton Garden Centre.  

The contemporary style Cirquoise family Circus features all the acts we love – from laughter-

filled clowns to death-defying acrobatics, breathtaking jugglers, and awesome contortionists. 

The dazzling combination of high energy, jaw dropping talent and electric atmosphere promises 

a magical and unforgettable experience. 

The hour long show will leave you amazed. 

Tickets start at £8.99 per person and we are thrilled to offer a £1 discount off this with Code 

"CIRCUS1" 

If you could please forward on the attached poster to parents and guardians we would really 

appreciate it. 

Cirquoise Circus at Albrighton Garden Centre - British Garden Centres 

https://www.britishgardencentres.com/events/cirquoise-albrighton/


Session Six Guitar 

       After School Guitar Workshop – Book Your Place Now!  

      Are you looking to improve your guitar skills or start your musical journey? Join our After 

School Guitar Workshop, where you'll be guided by an experienced guitarist who performs live 

music every week! 

Whether you're a beginner or an experienced player, this workshop is the perfect opportunity 

for you. 

What’s Included: 

• Learn by breaking down popular guitar songs with tailored lesson material for all skill levels. 

• Jam with classmates in a supportive environment, where every question and idea is welcomed. 

• Dive deep into the world of guitar, covering techniques, styles, and performance tips. 

What to Bring: 

• Your guitar        

• A pen and notebook to take notes           

This is your chance to get hands-on experience and grow as a guitarist! 

Spaces are limited! To book your place, send a message to grantpritchard@outlook.com. 

Don’t miss out on this incredible musical opportunity! 



 

Session Six Karate 

       Join Our After School Karate Classes!        

Looking for an exciting way to stay active after school? Unleash your potential and gain new 

skills with our Karate After School Classes! 

🗓 Every Thursday | 3:15-4:15pm 

     School Gym 

Take part in fun and exciting martial arts classes that introduce you to traditional Karate, 

focusing on: 

      Pad Work Drills: Improve your focus and technique! 

      Self-Defence Applications: Learn essential blocks, kicks, punches, strikes, and take-downs! 

      Traditional Karate Kata Forms: Explore the artistic side of Karate while mastering useful self-

defence techniques! 



Your Instructor: A DBS registered instructor with dedicated experience in traditional Karate, 

ensuring a safe and professional learning environment. 

What’s more? 

    Opportunity to progress and earn official Karate grades 

    A comprehensive training approach that builds both karate skills and life skills 

    Fun, motivating, and challenging for all levels! 

Join us and start your Karate journey today! 

      Spaces are limited! Secure your spot and learn new skills with your classmates. See you on 

the mats! 

Send a message to Shukokaishropshire@outlook.com to book your place. 

 



Contact us 
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